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1. Honourable friends, peers and colleagues. We are gathered here to discuss
and consider from many angles a tremendously prominent issue from among the
tragic events of the 2nd World War. The issue which has become known as the
‘Holocaust’. As is known this issue revolves around the policy and actions
adopted by Nazi Germany against the Jewish People. This is of course in the
context of their much wider murderous activities at that time. My aim is to try
and give you the Orthodox Jewish approach to this matter.

2. Firstly let me express my gratitude to the illustrious organisers of this valuable
event for granting my colleagues and myself the opportunity to express our
views on this matter and we consider this opportunity a very great privilege.

3. | and my colleagues are what is known as Orthodox Jews, that is Jews who
endeavour to live their lives entirely according to the age old Jewish religion and
way of life known as Judaism. We are here under the banner of the group known
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as Neturei Karta which is not a separate movement or organisation but
propagators of the philosophy expressing the opposition by Orthodox Jewry to
the idea known as Zionism — the secular nationalistic movement to form a
sectarian State in Palestine. As is well known, Zionism and the Holocaust have
become very much intertwined over the years and the Zionists make a great
issue of the Holocaust in order to further their illegitimate philosophy and aims. |
wish to talk briefly about both of these topics and their connection.

4. We put effort into attending occasions such as this because we feel that we
have both a religious and religion based humanitarian duty to spread our
message as much as possible. Consequently | pray that our discussions and
conclusions at this conference will be correct and true in every aspect.

5. 1 would like firstly to recap briefly for everyone present, because of its
relevance to the subject of the Holocaust, the fact that Judaism and Zionism are
totally different and diametrically opposed concepts. Judaism is an age old G-dly
way of life going back thousands of years full of moral, ethical and religious
content. Zionism is a comparatively new — little over one hundred years — secular
nationalistic concept completely devoid of ethics and morals. Although, it must
be said that sadly there are religious groups among the Jewish People who have
been affected and infected by the Zionist nationalistic philosophy and have
‘bolted’ Zionism onto Judaism, incorrectly and falsely against the teachings of
Judaism as handed down through the generations.

6. Judaism teaches that although the Jewish People were promised the Holy
Land, now known as Palestine, this was only subject to certain conditions,
basically that we had to maintain the highest of moral, ethical and religious
standards. Our religious teachings and literature — our Torah — are replete with
warnings that if these conditions were not fulfilled then the Jewish People would
be dispersed in a divinely decreed exile.

7. This is what took place. The conditions were not fulfilled to the required
degree and the Jewish People were dispersed to the four corners of the globe, as
history confirms. Right up to the present day the Jewish People are in a divinely
decreed exile in which we are required to be loyal citizens of the countries in
which we find ourselves and we are prohibited under oath from trying to force
our way out of the exile by the efforts of our own hands. We are also prohibited
under oath from trying to form a State of our own in Palestine. To contravene
these prohibitions would constitute a rebellion against the wishes of the A-
Imighty and we are warned of dire consequences of making any such attempt.

8. The philosophy of the secular movement of Zionism totally ignores and
transgresses the clear Jewish teachings outlined and because of this, Zionism
was condemned right from its inception by the great Jewish Religious authorities.
9. Furthermore, Zionism right from its inception completely ignored the fact that
there was an indigenous population in Palestine comprising mostly Palestinians,
and the Zionists have followed a policy of depriving the Palestinians of their hope
for self determination on the land they had occupied for centuries. Depriving the
Palestinians of their homes, livelihoods and lives. So committing a shocking
contravention of religion based humanitarian justice.

10. Judaism however, preaches compassion and consideration for the property
and certainly the lives of every fellow man.

11. It will of course be clear from the above firstly that the Zionists do not
represent the Jewish People as a whole, and furthermore that anti-Zionism is to
be applauded and not to be confused with the ancient bigotry of anti-Semitism.
Something which we know is very well appreciated here in the Islamic Republic
of Iran where the Jewish community lives peacefully with full civil rights and has
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done so for thousands of years.

12. Now one of the pillars of justification for Zionism is the event of the
Holocaust, with the Zionists claiming that the Jews must have a State of their
own in order to prevent (as they claim) the events of the Holocaust ever being
repeated. ‘Never Again’ is their slogan. So | would like to set out the Orthodox
Jewish view on the Holocaust.

13. Firstly, the facts. There is no doubt what so ever, that during World War 2
there developed a terrible and catastrophic policy and action of genocide
perpetrated by Nazi Germany against the Jewish People, confirmed by
innumerable eye witness survivors and fully documented again and again. |
personally was spared the worst effects of the War because | was living in
England which thankfully was not occupied by Nazi Germany. However, | and
many many others lost countless friends and relatives who perished under the
Nazi rule by intentional murder and genocide. Three million Jews in Poland, more
than half a million in Hungary, many tens or hundreds of thousands in Russia,
Slovakia, France, Belgium, Holland and more. The figure of six million is regularly
quoted. One may wish to dispute this actual figure, but the crime was just as
dreadful whether the millions (and there were millions) of victims numbered six
million, five million or four million. The method of murder is also irrelevant,
whether it was by gas chamber (and there were eye witnesses to this), firing
squads or whatever. The evil was the same. It would be a terrible affront to the
memory of those who perished to belittle the guilt of the crime in any way.

14. However, the Orthodox Jewish teaching and attitude is that the perpetrators
of a crime, although fully guilty and responsible for their actions, would never
have succeeded in their evil unless the A-Imighty wished it. So, to that extent
the victim or victims have of course to attempt to avoid the evil, but if this
proves impossible, then they have to accept the will of the A-Imighty. Our
teaching is that part of the decree of exile divinely imposed upon us, is that it is
not the task of the Jewish People to bring our persecutors to justice. That is the
task of the A-Imighty. Our task is to accept the will of the A-Imighty and to strive
to improve ourselves, removing from our behaviour the deeds that may have
been the cause of our suffering. That has been the Jewish attitude during all the
long history of Jewish suffering.

15. In no way can we have the audacity to, as it were, try to prevent the will of
the A-Imighty and assume that we are capable of preventing such a thing from
happening again. That would be heresy.

16. The Zionists, with their secular pompous approach behave in complete
opposition to this philosophy and dare to say ‘Never Again’. They have the
audacity to think that they can prevent the A-Imighty from repeating a
‘Holocaust’. This is heresy.

17. Furthermore, as we all know, they compound the wrong of this policy by
imposing themselves in a most cruel and harsh manner on the Palestinian
People.

18. | must add that the use by the Zionists of the Holocaust to further their aim
of a sectarian State is the height of hypocrisy when one bears in mind that the
Zionists turned each stage of Nazi oppression to their own advantage, to further
the aim of forming a State. In the thirties when the Nazi policy was to expel the
Jews from Germany, it is well documented how the Zionists cooperated by
working together — yes together - with the Nazi authorities to evacuate ‘suitable’
Jews i.e. young healthy pioneer material, from Germany to Palestine. Then
during the war when the Kkilling was proceeding, it is again well documented how
their attitude was one of callousness, not helping when they could even though
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they were able to. They needed the suffering and the deaths in order to be able
to push for their State when the war would end. Finally, after the war they
turned the whole issue of the Holocaust and the pity and sympathy it evoked into
almost an article of faith in order to ensure as much as possible the acquisition of
their State. Claiming that Zionism was there in order to prevent another
Holocaust, when in fact Zionism predated the Holocaust by decades. They then
proceeded to justify their atrocities against the Palestinians in order to further
their cause.

19. To sum up, the Orthodox Jewish view is that yes there was a Holocaust to a
terribly significant degree whatever that was. But in no way can it be used to
justify the illegitimate and criminal cause and actions of Zionism.

20. My friends | wish to end with the prayer that the underlying cause of strife
and bloodshed in the Middle East, namely, the State known as ‘Israel’, be totally
and peacefully dissolved. To be replaced by a regime fully in accordance with the
aspirations of the Palestinians. When Arab and Jew will be able to live peacefully
together as they did for centuries.

21. May we then merit the time when the glory of the A-Imighty will be revealed
to all and all mankind will be at peace with each other.

Site of Neturei Karta
http://www.nkusa.org/activities/Speeches/2006Iran-ACohen.cfm

ITALIAN TRANSLATION

Gli ebrei ortodossi sull'olocausto

Discorso del rabbino Aharon Cohen di Naturei Karta alla conferenza
internazionale sull'olocausto "Review of the Holocaust: Global Vision",
Teheran, 11-12 dicembre

1. Cari amici, fratelli e colleghi, siamo qui riuniti per discutere e
considerare da molti punti di vista un argomento terribilmente rilevante
tra tutti gli eventi tragici della seconda guerra mondiale, quello che e
stato chiamato I'Olocausto. Come €& noto la questione riguarda le
politiche adottate e le azioni compiute dalla Germania nazista contro il
popolo ebraico. Il tutto naturalmente nel contesto delle loro assai piu
ampie attivita omicide in quell’epoca. Cerchero di spiegare come gli ebrei
ortodossi considerano la questione.
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2. Prima di tutto consentitemi di esprimere agli illustri organizzatori di
guesto convegno la riconoscenza per aver consentito ai miei colleghi e a
me l'opportunita di esprimere il nostro punto di vista sulla questione.
Consideriamo gquesta opportunita un grande privilegio.

3. lo e i miei colleghi siamo conosciuti come ebrei ortodossi, cioé ebrei
che si sforzano di vivere la loro vita interamente secondo l'antica
religione e pratica di vita ebraica conosciuta come Giudaismo. Noi siamo
qui sotto le insegne del gruppo conosciuto come Naturei Karta, che non e
un movimento 0 un'organizzazione separata, ma € composto dai
sostenitori della filosofia che esprime I'opposizione del giudaismo
ortodosso all'idea conosciuta col nome di Sionismo, cioé il movimento
nazionalista secolare per la formazione di uno Stato settario in Palestina.
Come € noto, il Sionismo e I'Olocausto nel corso degli anni si sono
sempre piu venuti intrecciando e i sionisti ne parlano continuamente per
portare avanti la loro ideologia e i loro obiettivi illegittimi.

4. Noi siamo molto attenti a partecipare a occasioni come questa, perche
sentiamo di avere un dovere religioso e insieme umanitario su base
religiosa di propagare il piu possibile il nostro messaggio. Prego percio
affinché le nostre discussioni e conclusioni siano corrette e vere in ogni

aspetto.
5. Vorrei in primo luogo ribadire brevemente per ciascuno dei presenti,
data la rilevanza che cio ha sul tema dell'Olocausto, il fatto che

Giudaismo e Sionismo sono concetti completamente diversi e
diametralmente opposti. Il Giudaismo e una antichissima divina pratica
di vita che si rifa a millenni di contenuti morali, etici e religiosi. Il
Sionismo € un concetto secolare e nazionalista relativamente nuovo - ha
poco piu di cent'anni - del tutto privo di etica e morale. Anche bisogna
dire che purtroppo ci sono gruppi religiosi tra il popolo ebraico che sono
stati coinvolti e infettati dalla filosofia nazionalista del Sionismo e hanno
"incatenato” il Sionismo al Giudaismo, in modo scorretto e falso,
contrario agli insegnamenti del Giudaismo tramandati di generazione in
generazione.

6. Il Giudaismo insegna che la Terra Santa oggi conosciuta come
Palestina fu si promessa al popolo ebraico, ma solo in base a determinate
condizioni. Sostanzialmente dovevamo mantenere i piu alti livelli morali,
etici e religiosi. | nostri precetti religiosi e i nostri libri - la Torah - sono
colmi di ammonimenti sul fatto che il mancato rispetto di quelle
condizioni avrebbe comportato la dispersione del popolo ebraico in un
esilio per decreto divino.

7. Ed é proprio quello che & avvenuto. Le condizioni non sono state
soddisfatte al livello richiesto e il popolo ebraico e stato disperso ai
guattro angoli del pianeta, come la storia conferma. E ancora oggi il
popolo ebraico vive in questo esilio per decreto divino, in cui ci e chiesto
di essere cittadini leali dei paesi in cui ci troviamo e ci e proibito, sotto
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giuramento, di cercare di por termine all'esilio con I'opera delle nostre
mani. Ci & proibito, sotto giuramento, di cercare di formare un nostro
Stato in Palestina. Contravvenire a queste proibizioni significherebbe
ribellarsi alla volonta dell'Onnipotente e siamo avvertiti delle tremende
conseguenze che un simile tentativo comporterebbe.

8. La filosofia del movimento secolare sionista ignora del tutto e
trasgredisce quest chiari precetti ebraici cui ho accennato e per questo
motivo il Sionismo fu condannato fin dal principio dalle maggiori
autorita religiose ebraiche.

9. Per di piu, fin dall'inizio, il Sionismo ha completamente ignorato il
fatto che c'era in Palestina una popolazione nativa composta soprattutto
da palestinesi e i sionisti hanno adotato una politica che mirava a togliere
ai palestinesi la speranza di autodeterminazione nel paese che avevano
abitato per secoli e a spogliarli delle loro case, beni e vite. In questo modo
I sionisti hanno orribilmente calpestato la giustizia umanitaria con le sue
fondamenta religiose.

10. Il Giudaismo invece predica la misericordia e il rispetto della
proprieta, per non parlare dela vita, di ogni essere umano.

11. Da quanto detto risulta chiaramente, primo, che i sionisti non
rappresentano affatto tutto il popolo ebraico e, in secondo luogo, che
I'antisionismo deve essere incoraggiato e non va confuso con l'antica
superstizione dell'antisemitismo, cosa che sappiamo essere assai ben
compresa qui nella Repubblica Islamica dell'lran, dove la comunita
ebraica vive in pace godendo di pieni diritti civili cosi come ha fatto per
millenni.

12. Ebbene, uno dei pilastri che giustificherebbero il sionismo é
I'Olocausto, con i sionisti che dicono che gli ebrei devono avere un loro
Stato per impedire (cosi dicono) che un fatto come I'Olocausto abbia mai
a ripetersi. 'Mai piu’ € il loro slogan. Vorrei percio esprimere il punto di
vista degli ebrei ortodossi sull'Olocausto.

13. Innanzitutto, i fatti. Non c'e alcun dubbio che durante la seconda
guerra mondiale si sviluppo una terribile e catastrofica politica e una
pratica genocida perpetrata dalla Germania nazista contro il popolo
ebraico, confermata da innumerevoli testimoni diretti sopravvissuti e
pienamente documentata piu e piu volte. Personalmente le peggiori
atrocitad della guerra mi sono state risparmiate perché vivevo in
Inghiltera e il paese non fu occupato dalla Germania nazista. Tuttavia io
stesso e molti, molti altri abbiamo perso innumerevoli amici e parenti
che persero la vita sotto il dominio nazista per gli omicidi intenzionali e il
genocidio. Tre milioni in Polonia, piu di mezzo milione in Ungheria,
molte decine o centinaia di migliaia in Russia, Slovacchia, Francia,
Belgio, Olanda e altrove. Di solito si parla di sei milioni. La cifra esatta
puo essere oggetto di dibattito ma il crimine non € meno orribile se i
milioni di vittime (e si contano a milioni) sono sei, cinque o0 quattro.
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Anche I metodi con cui furono uccisi sono irrilevanti, camere a gas (di cui
esistono testimonianze oculari), plotoni di esecuzione o altro. Il crimine
rimane lo stesso e sarebbe un affronto terribile alla memoria delle vittime
se in qualche modo minimizzassimo le colpe per quel crimine.

14. La dottrina e la posizione degli ebrei ortodossi pero insegnano che gli
autori di un crimine, bencheé pienamente colpevoli e responsabili delle
loro azioni, non avrebbero mai potuto portare a termine il loro disegno
malvagio se I'Onnipotente non lo avesse voluto. In questo senso percio la
vittima o le vittime devono certo cercare di evitare il male ma, se cio si
avvera impossibile, devono accettare la volonta dell'Onnipotente. La
nostra dottrina ci insegna che, in conseguenza del decreto divino
dell'esilio che ci é imposto, non e compito del popolo ebraico fare
giustizia dei nostri persecutori. Questo compito spetta all'Onnipotente.
Nostro compito é accettare la volonta dell'Onnipotente e cercare di
migliorarci, eliminando dal nostro comportamento le azioni che possono
aver causato la nostra sofferenza. Questo é stato I'attegggiamento degli
ebrei nel corso di una lunga storia di sofferenza.

15. Non possiamo in nessun caso avere l'ardire di sottrarci, per cosi dire,
alla volonta dell'Onnipotente e pensare di essere in grado di evitare il
ripetersi di simili avvenimenti. Sarebbe un'eresia.

16. | sionisti, con le loro pacchiane posizioni secolari, si muovono in
totale contrapposizione a questa filosofia e osano dire 'Mai piu’. Hanno
I'ardire di pensare di poter impedire all'Onnipotente di ripetere un
'Olocausto’. Questa ¢ eresia.

17. Oltre a cio, come ben sappiamo, essi combinano I'errore di questa
posizione con la crudelta e la durezza con cui opprimono il popolo
palestinese.

18. Devo aggiungere che l'uso che i sionisti fanno dell'Olocausto per
favorire il loro Stato settario € un capolavoro di ipocrisia, se solo si tiene
presente che essi hanno utilizzato a loro vantaggio tutte le fasi
dell'oppressione nazista per raggiungere I'obiettivo della creazione di uno
Stato. Negli anni trenta, quando la politica nazista era I'espulsione degli
ebrei dalla Germania, € ben documentata la collaborazione dei sionisti
che operarono di concerto - lo sottolineo, di concerto - con le autorita
naziste per evacuare gli ebrei 'adatti', materiale per pionieri giovani e
sani, dalla Germania alla Palestina. Poi, durante la guerra, mentre erano
in corso i massacri, € nuovamente ben documentata la loro insensibilita e
Il rifiuto di prestare soccorso anche quando avrebbero potuto farlo.
Avevano bisogno delle sofferenze e dei massacri per poter far pressione
per il loro Stato quando la guerra fosse finita. Infine, dopo la guerra,
hanno trasformato tutta la vicenda dell'Olocausto e la pieta e la simpatia
che essa evocava quasi in un articolo di fede per rafforzare il piu possibile
I'acquisizione del loro Stato, sostenendo che il Sionismo aveva lo scopo di
impedire un nuovo Olocausto, quando invece avevano approfittato
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dell'Olocausto per decenni. Poi passarono a giustificare le loro atrocita
contro i palestinesi per portare avanti la loro causa.

19. Riassumendo, la posizione degli ebrei ortodossi e che I'olocausto, un
fatto terribile comunque lo si voglia interpretare, c'é stato, eccome. Ma
non puo assolutamente essere utilizzato per giustificare la causa e le
azioni criminali e illegittime del sionismo.

20. Amici miei, lasciatemi concludere con la preghiera che quella che ¢ la
cuasa che provoca tensione e spargimento di sangue nel Medio Oriente e
cioé lo Stato conosciuto come Israele possa essere completamente e
pacificamente eliminata, per essere sostituita da un regime pienamente
confacente con le aspirazioni dei palestinesi. Arabi ed ebrei potranno
allora vivere pacificamente insieme come hano fatto per secoli.

21. E che ci sia dato di vedere il tempo in cui la gloria dell'Onnipotente
sara rivelata a tutti e tutta I'umanita vivra in pace.

http://www.politicaonline.net/forum/showthread.php?t=308844&page
=3

Talk prepared by Rabbi Yisroel Feldman of
Neturei Karta International to be delivered at
the International Conference to review the
Holocaust, December 11-12, in Tehran, lran

With praise to the Almighty may my words find favor in His eyes.

I want to begin with gratitude and great respect to the Iranian government
in general and to the Honorable Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Khamenei and to His
Excellency, President Mahmoud Ahmadinegad.

Much has and will be said at this conference concerning the debate of
European Jewry during the Second World War. I am neither a scientist nor a
professional historian and am not capable of responding to many of the
questions discussed here.

What | propose to do though, is to speak about the morality of what
happened to European Jewry and the morality of using their fate as an
explanation for other political and cultural activities.

No matter how we may debate some of the details of what was done to the
Jews of Europe there is no doubt that they were treated brutally and that this
brutality included all men, women and children. The Jews were physically
attacked and murdered. Their possessions and homes were taken. They were
shipped across Europe like animals jammed into cattle cars with little or no food
and water. Millions died. And many of these were defenseless women and
children. These are facts. The worldwide Jewish community is by and large
descendents of those who survived this horrible hell.
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It would probably lend much credibility to those who wish to study the
destruction of European Jewry if they would clearly condemn these actions
committed during the holocaust. There is no moral justification for what was
done.

However, there is also no moral justification for using these events to
dispossess and occupy another people who have nothing whatsoever to do with
what was done in Europe. Let Europe make amends for what took place if they
so desire, not the Palestinians.

Plus, it is our belief that it is not the appropriate role for Jews when they
live in exile amongst the nations to adopt any position of antagonism towards
any other peoples or nations. We believe that Jews are called upon to lead by
example by serving as a positive role model for all of mankind, not as dictators
of public policy.

Zionism violated many tenets of the Jewish faith. It sought to deny the
metaphysical reality of Jewish exile and the Divine command that we live at
peace with other peoples. Its cruelty towards the Palestinian was and is
notorious.

The founder of Zionism, Theodore Herzl, wrote in his diary that he felt the
existence of anti-Semitism was a healthy thing because this would make Jews
mistrust the other nations of the world and come running to the state he wanted
to create for them. He saw fit to even cultivate this anti-Semitism and some of
the Zionist leaders refused to participate in attempts to rescue European Jews
from the horrors of the inferno of Europe because it suited their own purposes to
do so.

The advent of Zionist ideology, even before the creation of the state, met
with tremendous opposition from great Jewish leaders who saw in Zionism two
major problems: One, that the Jewish people had been commanded not to try
and leave exile by force, but rather to live peacefully as subservient loyal citizens
wherever they would reside. And secondly, that we had similarly been forbidden
from assuming ownership of the land. That these things have come to pass and
that they have been achieved through the wide scale oppression of another
nation is absolutely in dissonance with Jewish faith and law. The great Rabbis
who witnessed the birth of Zionism predicted that this movement would bring
terrible catastrophes upon the Holy Land and upon the world, and many refer to
this development as the foremost reason for the holocaust itself. The Rabbis saw
Zionism as a horribly rebellious phenomenon and felt that by embracing Zionism
the Jewish people was invoking the Divine wrath, and in fact, in our time, it is
clear that Zionism has created untold tragedy. Throughout the centuries Jew and
Muslim lived side by side amicably, but those times predated the Zionist era. The
situation is such that we need a miraculous salvation from what Zionism has
wrought.

What is most important, though, is that when approaching the all-important
topics of Zionism and the holocaust that we keep our balance and moral clarity.
What was done to the Jews and to other European peoples, such as the Poles
and Gypsies, was a great evil. If its parameters need to be explored, let them be
freely explored, but all the while realizing that we are exploring the reality of an
evil deed. This is the delicate clarity that is so needed when approaching this
sensitive issue.

Similarly, when studying Zionism we need to always distinguish between
Zionism and Judaism. Between those caught in its grasps and those actively
committing acts of Zionist aggression; Between Torah True Jews and those who
have strayed from our faith and traditions;
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These are the distinctions that need go forth from this conference. They will
lend its deliberations credibility and add to the ultimate goal of peace between
peoples, the eradication of all cruelty, and the overall moral and Divine agenda

of all mankind.
May G-d be with you.

http://www.nkusa.org/activities/Speeches/2006Iran-Feldman.cfm
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